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“We make a living by what we get, but we make a life by what we give.”

Introduction
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Methodology

Introduction and methodology
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Critically evaluating a law firm’s commitment to pro bono
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Pro bono in billable hours and career advancement

Training and resources

Recognition
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Analysis

Size

Mandatory or Voluntary

Lawyer Participation Rate

No. of  Firms

6

3

6

Gender
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Types of Pro Bono Work

Areas of Pro Bono Legal Assistance

Litigation

Ways Pro Bono Work is Taken into Account

Community Service

Analysis
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The Firms
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Allens Arthur Robinson

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Nicky Friedman

Employment contacts

Bryony McCormack

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Our pro bono practice has two goals: to 
contribute to the community by helping 
individuals and groups that need, but cannot 
readily access, legal assistance and to provide 
opportunities for our staff to be involved in pro 
bono work.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Allens Arthur Robinson
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Overview
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Prisoners’ voting rights case

Mr George Forbes

Recovering stolen wages

Pro Bono Stats

FIRM PROFILES – Allens Arthur Robinson
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Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Arnold Bloch Leibler

Head office location

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Peter Seidel

Paul Rubenstein

Employment contacts

See above

Pro Bono Philosophy

“A commitment to giving back to the 
community has always been an essential 
value at Arnold Bloch Leibler…The work 
that we do has never been and will never 
be regarded by the firm as the ‘after hours’ 
stuff…it is no mere ‘feel good’ adjunct 
unrelated to our core business…We do the 
work because it is the right thing to do and 
are mindful of the many intangible benefits, 
such that it is integral to our business plan and 
inextricably linked to our culture and identity 
as a firm.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in 
performance appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Arnold Bloch Leibler



18

Pro Bono Practices guide

Overview

 

AWU Beaconsfield Miners Relief Trust

Thamarrurr Regional Council
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Pro Bono Stats
 

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

FIRM PROFILES – Arnold Bloch Leibler
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Community service

Firm philosophy 
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Baker & McKenzie

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Jennifer McVicar

Employment contacts

Hayley Pickering

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Our commitment to pro bono is genuine. 
At Baker & McKenzie we take the provision 
of pro bono legal services very seriously. 
We believe that the provision of pro bono 
legal service is a fundamental professional 
responsibility. As lawyers, we have a particular 
skills set and the best way to assist those in 
need is to utilise those skills. The firm devotes 
significant resources to ensuring we deliver 
high quality legal services to our clients, and 
to supporting our lawyers in their performance 
of pro bono.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Baker & McKenzie
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Overview
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

FIRM PROFILES – Baker & McKenzie
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Firm philosophy 

FIRM PROFILES – Baker & McKenzie
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“The Insider”

Rhys Bortignon  
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Blake Dawson

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Anne Cregan

Amelia-Jane Davis

Employment contacts

Liz Henry 
 

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Pro bono work is part of a lawyer’s 
professional obligation and should therefore 
be part of our lawyers’ day-to-day practice. 
It also enables us to use our skills and 
experience to give back to the community of 
which we are a part.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Blake Dawson
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Overview

 

During 
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Pro Bono Stats

FIRM PROFILES – Blake Dawson
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Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities
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Community service

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”       

Andrea Ho 

FIRM PROFILES – Blake Dawson
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Carroll & O’Dea Lawyers  (New South Wales only)

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Carroll & O’Dea Lawyers appreciate that 
sometimes good legal advice is out of reach 
of those who really need it and we are keen 
to stem that problem, where we can. Our 
philosophy is that we provide pro bono advice 
in those areas of law where we are strongest 
and we’d recommend another firm also 
committed to pro bono work in those areas 
we couldn’t. 

  We are committed to the concept of access 
to justice and pro bono work contributes to a 
fulfilment of that commitment.“

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

FIRM PROFILES – Carroll & O’Dea Lawyers
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”        

Mark De Carvalho  
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Clayton Utz

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

David Hillard

Belinda Wilson

Employment contacts

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Pro bono legal work, both for people who 
cannot obtain legal aid and cannot afford legal 
advice or representation, and for not-for-profit 
organisations which support marginalised and 
disadvantaged people, is a fundamental part 
of being a lawyer at Clayton Utz.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Clayton Utz
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Overview
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Mallard v The Queen

Pro Bono Stats

FIRM PROFILES – Clayton Utz
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Working Pro Bono

 
 

 
 

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Louise Cox      

FIRM PROFILES – Clayton Utz
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Alexandra Grey    
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Garth Williams    

FIRM PROFILES – Clayton Utz
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Corrs Chambers Westgarth

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Val Gostencnik

Dixon Hearder

Melissa Brunning

Employment contacts

Belinda Grubisich

Pro Bono Philosophy

“We recognise the importance of contributing 
to the community and facilitating access to 
justice. We feel that it is our responsibility to 
ensure that legal services are available not 
only to those who can afford us, but to those 
that cannot, to those who are disenfranchised 
and to those who have genuine legal issues 
of a public interest nature that need to be 
pursued, even if those issues are unpopular or 
politically sensitive.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 



43

Overview

 

 

FIRM PROFILES – Corrs Chambers Westgarth
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 

FIRM PROFILES – Corrs Chambers Westgarth
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“The Insider”

Tom Johnston      

Lawyer

Homeless Persons’ Legal Service

Giving Back Committees 

Public Interest Law Clearing House (PILCH) 

Daystar Literary Buddies Program 

Giving Back Program 

MS Swim-a-thon 
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Other initiatives 

FIRM PROFILES – Corrs Chambers Westgarth
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Deacons  (Soon to be part of the Norton Rose Group)

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Mitchell Mathas

Employment contact

Sydney NSW

Pro Bono Philosophy

“It gives access to legal services to many 
disadvantaged and marginalised sections of 
the community and promotes a fairer, more 
equitable society.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview 

 

FIRM PROFILES – Deacons
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 

FIRM PROFILES – Deacons
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DLA Phillips Fox

Sydney office location

The people

Other office locations

 

 

Pro Bono contacts

Nicolas Patrick

Paola Fasan

Employment contacts

Senka Coulton

Pro Bono Philosophy

“DLA Phillips Fox regards pro bono as an 
important aspect of a lawyer’s professional 
responsibility and professional development…
Through the provision of pro bono services, 
Phillips Fox aims to increase community 
awareness of legal and human rights. Phillips 
Fox seeks to provide pro bono services in 
a manner which emphasises education and 
empowerment and results in long-term 
change in our community.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

 

 

FIRM PROFILES – DLA Phillips Fox
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Pro Bono Stats
 During the 

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

FIRM PROFILES – DLA Phillips Fox
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Community service

 

 

Firm philosophy 
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“The Insider”

Amelia Dixon  

FIRM PROFILES – DLA Phillips Fox
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Fisher Jeffries  (South Australia only)

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

 
 

Pro Bono contacts

Nicholas Linke

Employment contacts

Nicholas Linke

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Mindful of the challenges that face others 
less fortunate in our community, we support 
a variety of South Australian not-for-profit 
organisations through the provision of pro 
bono legal services. “

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

FIRM PROFILES – Fisher Jeffries
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”     

Nicholas Linke 
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Freehills 

Head office location

The people

Other office locations in 
Australia

Pro Bono contacts

Annette Bain

Employment contacts

Nick Grant

Pro Bono Philosophy

“At Freehills we consider it to be our 
professional responsibility to undertake pro 
bono work. But at the end of the day, our 
lawyers do pro bono work because they  
want to.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Freehills
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Overview

 

In the last 

 

Homeless Persons Legal Service (HPLS), Brisbane

Aboriginal Trust Fund Repayment Scheme (ATFRS)



63

Indigenous business support

 

The Shopfront Youth Legal Centre

New Enterprise Incentive Scheme Business Law Clinic

Mental Health Legal Clinic (MHLC), Melbourne

Pro Bono Stats
In the 

FIRM PROFILES – Freehills
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Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Brooke Massender 

FIRM PROFILES – Freehills
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Gadens

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

 

Pro Bono contacts

Paul Brown

Employment contacts

Jane Skinner 

Pro Bono Philosophy

“We recognise our role in the community 
and our ability as a substantial and influential 
organisation to make a real difference. We 
support our staff to provide a tangible benefit 
in whatever field about which they feel 
passionate. For us it is entirely about what we 
do, not what we say.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

 

 

Pro Bono Stats
No 

Working Pro Bono

FIRM PROFILES – Gadens
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Lucy Gray 

FIRM PROFILES – Gadens
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Gilbert + Tobin (New South Wales only)

Head office location

The people

Pro Bono contacts

Michelle Hannon

Tamara Sims

Employment contacts

Melissa Leslie

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Our legal system exists for the good 
governance and betterment of our society. 
As lawyers we are in every sense the 
housekeepers of our legal system and it falls 
on us to ensure that it is just and equitable, 
and that everyone in our society has access to 
legal representation and advice.” 

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – Gilbert + Tobin

Overview

 

 

litigation

refugee law
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 In addition to ongoing 
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

FIRM PROFILES – Gilbert + Tobin
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Community service

Growing Together

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Elnaz Nikibin 
Lawyer
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Stuart Brady 
Lawyer

FIRM PROFILES – Gilbert + Tobin
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Hall & Wilcox Lawyers  (Victoria only)

Melbourne Office location

The people

Pro Bono contacts

Matt McDonald

Employment contacts

Miranda Cawse

Pro Bono Philosophy

“We are committed to fostering and 
encouraging pro bono work and to developing 
a coordinated and meaningful pro bono 
practice, with recognition of time spent by fee 
earners on pro bono matters. We recognise 
there is a compelling unmet need for pro bono 
legal services in our community. We recognise 
and embrace the obligation we have as 
members of the legal profession to contribute 
to our community through pro bono work.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

FIRM PROFILES – Hall & Wilcox Lawyers
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

FIRM PROFILES – Hall & Wilcox Lawyers
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Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Iona Goodwin
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Harmers Workplace Lawyers

Sydney office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Jenny Inness

Employment contacts

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Harmers considers that the legal profession 
has a moral and a social responsibility to 
provide what assistance it can to persons 
otherwise unable to access representation.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 

FIRM PROFILES – Harmers Workplace Lawyers
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Brad Buffoni 

FIRM PROFILES – Harmers Workplace Lawyers
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Henry Davis York (New South Wales only)

Sydney office location

The people

Pro Bono contacts

Melanie Tully

Kathy Merrick

Employment contacts

Jane Pickles

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Community responsibility; opportunities for 
skill development.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

FIRM PROFILES – Henry Davis York
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Pro Bono Stats

 Lawyers 

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities
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Community service

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Haley McEwen     

Fiona Everett      

FIRM PROFILES – Henry Davis York
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FIRM PROFILES – Holding Redlich

Holding Redlich

Office locations

Sydney

The people

Pro Bono contacts

Linda Rubinstein

Employment contact

Helen Ayres

Pro Bono Philosophy

“It is our belief that law firms have a role in 
society which extends beyond providing 
legal services and generating fees. Through 
provision of pro bono legal services and other 
support we seek to contribute to the creation 
of a better, fairer society.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview
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FIRM PROFILES – Holding Redlich

 

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

Community service
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“The Insider”     

Linda Rubinstein 
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FIRM PROFILES – Hunt & Hunt

Hunt & Hunt

Head office location

The people 

Other office locations

 

Pro Bono contacts

John Kell

Employment contacts

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Hunt & Hunt has a long history of providing 
pro bono assistance to disadvantaged or 
marginalised individuals and the community 
and not-for-profit organisations that support 
them. We actively encourage our lawyers to 
engage in pro bono work. “

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats
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Working Pro Bono

 Not at this stage but we would 

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities 

Community service

Firm philosophy 
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“The Insider” 

John Sinisgalli      
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HWL Ebsworth

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Meghan Magnusson

Employment contacts

Bianca Miselowski

Pro Bono Philosophy

“HWL Ebsworth’s pro bono program focuses 
on assisting the most marginalised and 
disadvantaged members of our community. 
We have always had a commitment to acting 
with integrity and being a good corporate 
citizen. We recognise that one of the most 
valuable contributions a law firm can make to 
the community is the provision of high quality 
pro bono legal assistance.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

HWL 

Working Pro Bono

 HWL Ebsworth assesses the 
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FIRM PROFILES – HWL Ebsworth

Community service

Firm philosophy 
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Lander & Rogers

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Sydney

Pro Bono contacts

Jo Renkin

Employment contacts

Jorja Hicks

Pro Bono Philosophy

“We believe our privileged professional 
standing confers a responsibility and strong 
desire to contribute to the betterment of the 
community. We are committed to developing 
a culture and business which supports the 
undertaking of pro bono work and other 
similar initiatives in the community.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – Lander & Rogers

Overview

litigation       

Neighbourhood Houses

Housing organisations
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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FIRM PROFILES – Lander & Rogers

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Megan Fitzgerald
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Mallesons Stephen Jaques

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Jane Farnsworth

Employment contacts

Rebecca Perry

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Providing pro bono legal advice to 
disadvantaged individuals, charities and not 
for profit organisations is at the heart of the 
Mallesons in the Community program. But the 
support goes further, it is multi level using the 
skills of lawyers and non-lawyers. Mallesons 
donate money and volunteer with charities 
and not for profit organisations.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

National 
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Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

Community service
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FIRM PROFILES – Mallesons Stephen Jaques

Firm philosophy 
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Maurice Blackburn

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

 

Pro Bono contacts

Anne Gooley

Ben Slade 

Employment contacts

Claire Brown

Pro Bono Philosophy

“The firm’s philosophy and approach is one 
of constant evolution in that, we continue to 
expand our corporate and social responsibility 
programs by developing policy and projects 
that not only enable the contribution of our 
lawyers specific legal expertise but which 
also allows staff direct involvement in worthy 
community organisations.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – Maurice Blackburn 

Overview

and

 

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 
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FIRM PROFILES – Maurice Blackburn 

“The Insider”

Anne Gooley 
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McCabe Terrill Lawyers

Head Office Location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Michael Taylor 

Terry McCabe 

Employment contacts

Patricia Hughes 

Pro Bono Philosophy

“McCabe Terrill Lawyers is committed to an 
active pro bono program. Its activities are 
not limited to the provision of legal services, 
but aims to contribute to the community 
and direct our services where they are 
most needed. All staff at McCabe Terrill 
are encouraged to become involved in pro 
bono activities and lawyers are offered the 
opportunity to participate in the provision of 
free legal services.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – McCabe Terrill Lawyers 

Overview

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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Firm philosophy 
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FIRM PROFILES – McInnes Wilson Lawyers 

McInnes Wilson Lawyers (Queensland only)

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Travis Luk

Brendan McGrath

Employment contacts

Rebecca Michalak

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Over its 30 year history, McInnes Wilson 
Lawyers has been committed to making 
meaningful contributions in the community as 
well as conducting a professional, ethical and 
viable business.“

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview
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FIRM PROFILES – McInnes Wilson Lawyers 

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Brendan McGrath  
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FIRM PROFILES – McKean Park 

McKean Park (Victoria only)

Melbourne office location

The people

Pro Bono contacts

Mark Flynn

Employment contacts

Leanne Heron

Pro Bono Philosophy

“As the firm continues to expand, our future 
commitment to pro bono work and the 
community will follow.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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FIRM PROFILES – McKean Park 

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 
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Middletons

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Toby Blyth

Employment contacts

Ms Sarah Kiernan 

Pro Bono philosophy

“We believe we have a responsibility to 
give back to the community. In addition to 
the community involvement of individual 
partners and staff, Middletons makes a firm 
contribution through our formal pro bono 
scheme and through contributions to various 
charitable causes. For us, pro bono is not 
marketing; it is just what we do. We don’t do 
it because we have to – we do it because we 
want to. “

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – Middletons 

Overview

. 

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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“The Insider”

Becki Tam      
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FIRM PROFILES – minter ellison 

Minter Ellison

Head office location

The people

Other office locations 

Pro Bono contacts

Anton Hermann

Employment contacts

Felicity Marando

Pro Bono Philosophy

“We seek to target assistance towards people 
experiencing social disadvantage – particularly 
young people, families and people who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness or 
poverty. “

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview

Pro Bono Stats
In the 
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FIRM PROFILES – minter ellison 

Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

Firm philosophy 
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“The Insider”

Samantha Stuart    
Lawyer
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FIRM PROFILES – PricewaterhouseCoopers

PricewaterhouseCoopers

Office location

The people 

Legal Transactions and  

Pro Bono contacts

Shameela Karunakaran

Employment contacts

Richard Knox

Pro Bono Philosophy

“The Legal Transactions and Services team 
within PricewaterhouseCoopers is committed 
to serving the community by supporting 
the disadvantaged and marginalised 
members of our community as well as 
matters of significant public interest. We 
will meet this commitment by providing 
legal services for free or for a substantially 
reduced fee for matters which meet the 
guidelines. Our commitment is parallel to the 
PricewaterhouseCoopers Foundation.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview
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FIRM PROFILES – PricewaterhouseCoopers

Pro Bono Stats

Working Pro Bono
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Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service

beyondblue
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FIRM PROFILES – PricewaterhouseCoopers

Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Shameela Karunakaran
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Russell Kennedy  (Victoria only)

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Victor Harcourt

Employment contacts

Damian Zahra

Renee Sherry

Emily Barcelona

Goli Nazeran

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Russell Kennedy is committed to the 
concept of Corporate Social Responsibility, 
reflected through our pro bono program, our 
involvement in many community initiatives 
and our pursuit of sustainability in the way we 
do things.

  We recognise that there are individuals 
and organisations that work for the public 
good who cannot afford the services of a 
professional lawyer. Pro bono work provides 
a practical means by which Russell Kennedy 
engages with and contributes to the 
community, and advances access to justice.”

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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FIRM PROFILES – Russell Kennedy 

Overview

Litigation

Pro Bono Stats
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Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities

Community service
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FIRM PROFILES – Sparke Helmore Lawyers 

Sparke Helmore Lawyers

Head office location

The people

Other office locations

Pro Bono contacts

Michael Rosenfeld

Employment contacts

Elizabeth Neely 
 

Jessica Commins 
 

Pro Bono Philosophy

“Through our national community engagement 
scheme (‘SHARE’), we facilitate access 
to justice with our pro bono practice and 
expertise, we embrace our responsibility 
to the broader community through our 
community partnerships and programs, and 
we give encouragement to people through 
mentoring and employment initiatives. We 
see all these activities to be an integral part of 
our professional corporate social responsibility 
as a national law firm.” 

SNAPSHOT

  Is a signatory to the National Pro Bono 
Aspirational Target

  Has a written pro bono policy

  Has a pro bono coordinator or committee

  Pro bono work counted towards lawyers’ 
billable hours

  Pro bono taken into account in performance 
appraisal

  Has a community service program

  Has a workplace giving program

  Has a charitable foundation 
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Overview
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FIRM PROFILES – Sparke Helmore Lawyers 

Pro Bono Stats
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Working Pro Bono

Summer clerk pro bono opportunities
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FIRM PROFILES – Sparke Helmore Lawyers 

Community service

Community Endeavours Program 

Nick Meagher Developing People Program 
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Firm philosophy 

“The Insider”

Michael Rosenfeld     
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This national guide focuses on the pro bono work undertaken by 30 
Australian law firms. In response to increasing interest from young 
lawyers and law students, it has been developed to provide up-to-
date information about the structured and organised programs and 
community services offered by these firms.  

Profiles of these firms, their pro bono philosophy, and the range of 
opportunities they offer for pro bono and community service work are 
detailed along with ‘insider’ comments from lawyers within the firms.
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