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UN Global Compact

> UN’s and world’s largest corporate sustainability initiative 
(over 8,000 businesses and 4,000 other participants)

> Framed around:
> 10 universal sustainability principles in the areas of human 

rights, labour, the environment and anti-corruption; and 

> the private sector’s role in relation to broader global / societal 
issues (e.g. Sustainable Development Goals)

> Both a strategic policy platform for demonstrating corporate 
sustainability commitment and leadership, and a practical 
framework for businesses to implement sustainable, 
responsible policies and practices

> Localises through business-led country networks: 
in Australia, the Global Compact Network Australia



> A new, universal set of ambitious goals 
which lay out a path over the next 15 years 
to end extreme poverty, fight inequality and 
injustice, and protect the planet

> Apply to developed and developing 
countries

> Business is a key stakeholder and 
contributor

What are the SDGs?



Sustainable Development Goals



http://www.sdgindex.org/data/index/

SDG Index

http://www.sdgindex.org/data/index/


SDG Dashboard: Australia

http://www.sdgindex.org/

http://www.sdgindex.org/


> Australian SDGs Summit

> Australian Government’s Inter-Departmental 

Committee on SDGs

> Other activities

SDGs in Australia



Business and the Sustainable Development Goals



> Identifying new business opportunities

> Strengthening stakeholder relations

> Keeping pace with policy developments

> Enhancing the value of corporate sustainability

> Using a common language and shared purpose

> Strengthening and stabilising societies and 

markets

How are the SDGs relevant to businesses?



> Mapping activities and 
impacts against the SDGs

> Aligning frameworks and 
strategies with the SDGs

> Communicating about the 
SDGs (e.g. in 
sustainability reports)

> Making public statements 
about the SDGs

> Participating in multi-
stakeholder dialogue 
around implementation of 
the SDGs

How are Australian businesses responding?

www.sdgcompass.org

http://www.sdgcompass.org/


How are Australian businesses responding?



> Advocacy 

> Expertise

> Implementation 

(including partnerships)

> Reporting and 

monitoring

Role of civil society 



SDG 16: Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions

Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable 

development, provide access to justice for all and build effective, 

accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels

16.1 Significantly reduce all forms of violence and related 

death rates everywhere

16.2 End abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of 

violence against and torture of children

16.3 Promote the rule of law at the national and 

international levels and ensure equal access to 

justice for all

16.4 By 2030, significantly reduce illicit financial and 

arms flows, strengthen the recovery and return of stolen 

assets and combat all forms of organized crime

16.5 Substantially reduce corruption and bribery in all 

their forms

16.6 Develop effective, accountable and transparent 

institutions at all levels

16.7 Ensure responsive, inclusive, participatory and 

representative decision-making at all levels

16.8 Broaden and strengthen the participation of 

developing countries in the institutions of global 

governance

16.9 By 2030, provide legal identity for all, including birth 

registration

16.10 Ensure public access to information and protect 

fundamental freedoms, in accordance with national 

legislation and international agreements

16.a Strengthen relevant national institutions, including 

through international cooperation, for building capacity at 

all levels, in particular in developing countries, to prevent 

violence and combat terrorism and crime

16.b Promote and enforce non-discriminatory laws and 

policies for sustainable development



www.unglobalcompact.org.au


