The Diplomacy Training Program:
Promoting human rights during COVID-19
The Diplomacy Training Program (DTP) is one of
Australia’s best kept secrets. For 30 years it has been
working away quietly and effectively to build the human
rights movements in Asia and the Pacific. Established
as an NGO at UNSW Sydney by Nobel Peace Laureate,
Jose Ramos-Horta and Professor Garth Nettheim, its
work is better known in Asia than in Australia.
In 2019, DTP received the 2019 Asia Democracy and
Human Rights Award for its work building human rights
knowledge, skills and networks, with over 3000 alumni
in more than 50 countries.
In presenting the Award to DTP, Taiwan’s President Tsai
Ing-wen said, “The Diplomacy Training Program has
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DTP is a charity and pro bono legal
support is critical to DTP’s work.
made it possible for the seeds of human rights to
flourish and bear fruit around the world and offer
mutual support.”
DTP’s courses bring together advocates from many
different countries and causes. Courses have been held
in Fiji, PNG, and Timor Leste. The teaching methodology is very participatory, respecting the knowledge,
experience and perspectives of program participants.
In 2019, it delivered 11 courses in 8 countries for over 200
human rights defenders.
“We benefit greatly from wonderful trainers who
donate their time pro bono to invest in building the
knowledge and skills of human rights defenders on
the frontline,” said DTP’s Executive Director, Patrick
Earle. Trainers include leading academics, UN and
government officials, and human rights defenders,
including DTP alumni.
“I believe that for over 30 years DTP has made a
uniquely valuable contribution to human rights and
democracy in Asia... If our region seems to be resilient
despite rampant human rights abuses and violence,
perhaps that is because of DTP’s contribution to our
capacity to cope and resist the challenges,” said DTP
alumna/trainer Yuyun Wahyuningrum, Representative
of Indonesia to the ASEAN Intergovernmental Commission on Human Rights (AICHR), 2019-2021.

Table discussion, Review & Reflections on Advocating on Migrant Workers´ Rights
Along Migration Corridors - Nepal, 2018

DTP’s alumni include Human Rights Commissioners in
Afghanistan, the Philippines, Indonesia and Malaysia, and
a number of Timor’s ambassadors. Other DTP alumni
have received awards for their work on human rights and
democracy, to end trafficking in women and children, to
stop torture and to challenge racism. DTP’s Australian
programs have had a focus on the rights of Indigenous
peoples, including to self-determination and their right to
participate in decision making, with full knowledge of
their rights.
“DTP alumni have established new networks on business
and human rights in the Pacific and in PNG and we
have broken new ground in linking advocates in the
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“We can’t bring people together physically at the moment,
but the bonds of friendship and solidarity between our alumni,
trainers and NGO partners have never been more important”
King & Wood Mallesons provided a venue for DTP’s new
course on child rights in Australia.
COVID-19 is having a big impact on DTP. “We can’t bring
people together physically at the moment, but the
bonds of friendship and solidarity between our alumni,
trainers and NGO partners have never been more
important,” said Patrick Earle.
“We saw the first challenge as using DTP’s networks to
communicate accurate and trustworthy health advice
on COVID-19. Since then we have seen how our alumni
have been involved in civil society efforts raising concerns
about the situation of migrant workers in Singapore,
Malaysia and the Middle-East, and the risks to Indigenous peoples,” said Patrick Earle.
Group work with participants on the 29th Annual Human Rights and Peoples´
Diplomacy Training program, Timor-Leste 2019

Middle-East and Asia to work together to promote the
rights of migrant workers and to end modern day
slavery. It is a unique network,” said Patrick Earle.
DTP is a charity and pro bono legal support is critical to
DTP’s work. This support has included the redrafting
of its constitution, securing deductible gift recipient
status for DTP, then more recently securing Australian
aid program accreditation and last year, reaccreditation for DTP. Pro bono contributors have included
Clayton Utz, Gilbert + Tobin and Corrs Chambers
Westgarth. DTP Board Member, Michael do Rozario is
a partner at Corrs and has driven pro bono projects for
DTP there – including an important analysis of the
legal framework for Nepal’s migrant workers. Last year
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Civil society has stepped in to deliver food and support to
vulnerable groups where governments have failed. They
are highlighting the way virus has been used to spread
racism and intolerance, even as the virus has followed
fault lines of inequality.
Business and Human Rights, and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in PNG, 2019

Many governments are using COVID-19 to further
restrict space for civil society and human rights
defenders, to undermine labour rights and environmental protections. The repressive state will be
promoted as necessary for public health and safety.
Yet, the pandemic has highlighted the importance of
transparency, trust and good governance, of independent and critical voices and of evidence-based policy.
DTP is now focussed on enabling its alumni and
networks to defend and promote human rights in
the COVID-19 context, and to act in solidarity across
borders. It is using online tools to bring them
together.

“We saw the first challenge as using
DTP’s networks to communicate
accurate and trustworthy
health advice on COVID-19.”
There will be very difficult times ahead. Human
rights movements will be under great pressure.
Individual critics will be targeted. The networks DTP
has established that provide links of support and
avenues of communication will be needed and will
need nurturing. Through DTP, Australians can play a
role in supporting those working in Asia and the
Pacific for shared values of human rights and dignity.
“Pro bono and philanthropic support shows communities and human rights defenders in the Asia-Pacific that Australians do feel connected to the region,
and do care about human rights,” said Patrick Earle.
Donations are tax deductible – and help
leverage government funding. To donate,
visit www.dtp.unsw.edu.au/donations ■
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