Lander & Rogers:
Pro bono work in family law
Under the co-ordination of Joanna Renkin, the Pro
Bono Partner for the firm, and Rachell Davey and
Nicola Cooper, the Family Law Pro Bono co-ordinators
in Melbourne and Sydney respectively, the group has
been actively involved in individual case work, policy
work, capacity building and family law project works for
many years. The family law group at Landers is one of
only a handful of family law groups that has a specialised and co-ordinated pro bono programme throughout Australia.

Rachell Davey

Lander & Rogers Lawyers is a multi-disciplinary law firm
with a long-standing commitment to pro bono work
across all practice groups. Being in the unique position
of having a premier Family & Relationship Law Group as
part of a broader commercial firm has enabled the firm
to offer opportunities for its family lawyers to get involved in pro bono work. That opportunity has been eagerly
taken up by our family lawyers who demonstrate a
strong commitment to ensuring access to justice, and
broader law and policy reform in the family law space.

We acknowledge the very privileged position that we
are in as family lawyers at Lander & Rogers and recognise our responsibility to assist those who are in
immediate and urgent need of family law assistance
due to issues of family violence, economic imbalance
or disadvantage. We act on behalf of a significant
number of individual clients on a pro bono basis
annually and prioritise our service to those who are at a
special disadvantage in navigating the family law
system due to family violence, economic imbalance or
cultural differences.
More recently the Family & Relationship Law Group has
concentrated its efforts on policy and project work to
maximise the impact of our pro bono contribution and
to transform the system to achieve systematic change
and improvement for all family law litigants. We
cannot ever hope to fulfil the unmet need for pro bono
family law assistance, but by using our technical ability

“The family law group at Landers
is one of only a handful of family
law groups that has a specialised
and co-ordinated pro bono
programme throughout Australia.”
and deep insight of the family law system, we can work
towards achieving real reform for the benefit of future
individuals in need of family law assistance.
For instance, in 2016 we were invited by Women's Legal
Service Victoria to collaborate with them on their "Small
Claims Large Battles" project. We provided representation to women who had modest asset pools, to enable
them to access a just and equitable financial settlement. The majority of the women we assisted were in
extremely vulnerable positions with family violence
being a prevalent factor in almost all cases. Findings
from the case work were then combined with
interviews with the women, and the subsequent report
was released in 2018. The findings of the report were
sobering in terms of highlighting the near impossibility
of women accessing a fair and equitable property
settlement without incurring legal expenses disproportionate to the overall asset pool. The report also highlighted the difficulties in understanding and being able
to use provisions for superannuation splitting and the
allocation of debt.
Three key recommendations from the report have
already been adopted by government. These recommendations are for 1. The establishment of a specialist
list for small pool cases in the Federal Circuit Court
(FCC), 2. Legally assisted family dispute resolution in
small property pool cases and 3. Simplifying access to
superannuation information through the Australian
Taxation Office (ATO). A pilot of the specialist FCC list,
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“We cannot ever hope to fulfil the unmet
need for pro bono family law assistance,
but by using our technical ability and
deep insight of the family law system,
we can work towards achieving real
reform for the benefit of future individuals
in need of family law assistance.”
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known as the Priority Property Pools under $500,000 list,
is underway at several registries. This includes a new
streamlined process to ensure faster resolution of small
pool matters with modified forms and procedures. A
pilot of legally assisted family dispute resolution has also
commenced, which includes support for full financial
disclosure. The super access reforms are being progressed by the ATO. These are all very welcome developments and will assist women in achieving just settlements at a cost that is reasonable and proportionate.
We also recently took a leading role in the clarification
and amendment of the legal framework regarding
access to medical treatment by transgender children
and adolescents. After having acted on a pro bono basis
on behalf of a number of transgender children who, until
recently, needed to make application to the Family Court
for approval of Stage 2 treatment, we recognised and
supported the need for reform. As a group we convened
roundtable conferences with members of the medical
profession and judicial representatives to discuss avenues
for reform. We then co-acted on behalf of one of the
interveners in the landmark case of Re Kelvin which
successfully removed the requirement of judicial approval for Stage 2 treatment. We continue to assist families
with navigating legal issues regarding gender dysphoria.
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Our lawyers have close relationships with several
community legal centres and we routinely assist with
our "phone a friend service" which enables CLC staff to
reach out and discuss issues or cases. More recently, we
have again partnered with Women's Legal Service to
assist with the overflow from their night telephone
service. Sadly, COVID-19 has exponentially increased calls
to the service.
The pro bono programme is an incredibly important
component of our daily work as family lawyers at
Landers. It is an integral part of our people strategy
moving forward as we know that volunteering and
helping others in need is a key component of our staff's
resilience and well-being. ■
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Joanna Renkin
Joanna leads the Lander & Rogers national Pro Bono and
Community Support practice. She has also led the firm’s
reconciliation activities, including as Chair of the RAP Oversight
Committee. Jo collaborates with many social, community and
legal organisations and services to address access to justice. Her
primary focus is to build legal capability in individuals and
organisations and to achieve systemic social impact.
Prior to becoming the firm's dedicated pro bono partner, Jo
practised insurance law and has expertise in managing large
and complex litigation. She also has experience in class action
proceedings in the Federal Court of Australia.
Rachell Davey
Rachell has practised in family and relationship law since 2000.
She has been involved in all aspects of family law with particular
expertise in complex property and financial matters. Rachell
holds a Master of International Law and practises in international family law matters involving expatriate Australians, or for
clients across multiple family law jurisdictions.
Rachell is an Accredited Specialist in Family Law (2005) and
previous member of the Accredited Specialist Committee. She is
listed in Doyle's Guide as a Rising Star in Family Law (2016) and a
leading practitioner of Parenting and Children's Matters (2018).
She has been recognised in Best Lawyers (Australia) for her
expertise in Family Law.
Nicola Cooper
Nicola is a lawyer in the Family and Relationship team at Lander
& Rogers in Sydney. Nicola has worked exclusively in family law
since March 2016 and has gained experience in a wide range of
financial and parenting matters. She has a particular interest in
preparing Binding Financial Agreements for couples who are
married or in a de facto relationship (or in contemplation of
same). Nicola also has an interest in pro bono work and
coordinates the firm's involvement with Redfern Legal Centre.
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