
7AUSTRALIAN PRO BONO  CENTRE

pro bono
guide

to the
climate  
crisis

Pro Bono Guide to the Climate Crisis:  
The Centre’s new resource tackling  
the impacts of climate change crisis

Climate change is one of the defining issues of the 
2020s. The actions we take now will affect the world 
for generations to come. Lawyers have the skills, 
opportunities, and resources to tackle this challenge. 
While our individual actions may seem small, collectively 
the legal profession is already demonstrating the 
substantial impact it is and can have on addressing 
climate change. 

To encourage the global legal profession to get involved 
in climate pro bono work, the Australian Pro Bono Centre 
has recently released a Pro Bono Guide to the Climate 
Crisis. This guide, the first of its kind in the world, aims to 
inform and inspire lawyers across the globe. 

It includes:

•	 descriptions of 15 different ways that lawyers  
can get involved in pro bono work to help  
combat the climate crisis

•	 a range of compelling case studies from  
around the world 

•	 suggestions on how to get started

•	 advice for lawyers dealing with concerns about 
commercial conflicts of interest in climate-related  
pro bono work.

“The challenge of the 
climate crisis is colossal, 
and its impacts will 
be pervasive… This 
important guide 
highlights the great 
variety in opportunities 
for lawyers to 
contribute through 
pro bono work. Those 
opportunities are 
exciting and growing. 
Most importantly, 
lawyers across the 
profession want to – 
and can – make  
a difference.”

David Morris,  
CEO of the 
Environmental 
Defenders Office, 
Australia
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The guide emphasises 
that lawyers with a 

wide range of skills and 
experience can get 

involved – this is not 
just an opportunity for 

lawyers with knowledge 
of environment and 

planning law. The guide 
sets out many ways 

that lawyers can use 
their existing skills and 

resources to work towards 
climate justice, including:  

“This informative and inspiring 
publication describes the many 
ways that lawyers and the legal 
profession can dedicate their 
extensive expertise, experience 
and resources to tackling the 
climate crisis… Ultimately, climate 
change is not just about science 
or technology. It’s about justice. 
The legal profession has a moral 
obligation to stand up and join the 
movement for a cleaner, greener, 

healthier future.”

“The impacts of climate change represent the greatest threat 
to our national security, our economy, our health and our 
environment. Legal professionals are integral to solving the 
climate crisis, from assisting Indigenous groups, working on 
law reform activities to running strategic litigation. As a lawyer 
and Member of Parliament, I warmly welcome this guide and 
initiative to encourage more lawyers to contribute their skills 

and expertise to the most pressing issue of our time.”

The guide has garnered significant international 
interest and, on request, has been translated into 
Persian. You can read the guide here.  

1.	 running strategic climate litigation

2.	 working on law reform activities

3.	 offering commercial legal advice to not-for-profit 
organisations and social enterprises

4.	 establishing a climate justice clinic in collaboration with 
a university

5.	 providing a secondee to a civil society organisation 
working to combat climate change (or, for individual 
lawyers or law students, volunteering at such an 
organisation) 

6.	 providing legal assistance to Indigenous peoples who are 
disproportionately affected by the climate crisis

7.	 conducting legal research about the intersection 
between human rights and climate change

8.	 providing legal advice, information, and advocacy to 
those fighting climate change

9.	 providing legal information and advice to those affected 
by a natural disaster

10.	 offering immigration law advice to people displaced by 
the effects of climate change

11.	 giving legal support to NGOs and developing country 
delegations in international climate change negotiations

12.	 providing community legal education

13.	 providing legal assistance to communities particularly 
affected by the climate crisis

14.	 delivering training to community lawyers

15.	 expanding the role of the pro bono lawyer – embedding 
climate transition and environmental factors in 
commercial decision-making. 

By Sally Embelton, Centre Senior Policy and  

Project Officer and Climate Guide project lead.

Dr. David R. Boyd,  
United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
human rights and the environment

Zali Steggall OAM, Federal Member of  

Parliament for Warringah, Australia

https://www.probonocentre.org.au/climate-change-guide/

