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In late 2018, I caught up with a small group of pro bono 
lawyers over coffee. We were all relatively new to the pro 
bono sector and joked that we could call ourselves the 
“ProBo YoFos” (“Pro Bono Young Folk”). Being at similar 
stages of our careers, we agreed that it was helpful to 
debrief and share ideas with each other and decided to 
schedule regular catch ups. The ProBo YoFo Network was 
born! 

We’ve been meeting several times a year ever since. 
Initially, we would catch up over drinks after work. With the 
pandemic, we moved our meetings online and in doing 
so we could expand our network to include colleagues 
in other states. What’s remained constant is the informal 
nature and supportive atmosphere of our catch ups.

In the midst of lockdowns, Olivia Clark from the DLA 
Piper pro bono team in London helped to organise a 
global edition – “ProBo YoFo goes Globo”. It was inspiring 
to connect with 21 passionate pro bono lawyers from 
Belgium, England, Malaysia, Hong Kong and Australia. 

There are currently more than 50 people on the 
(Australian) ProBo YoFo mailing list. The network 
comprises lawyers from firms of all sizes who are at 
varying stages of their careers (some of whom are in 
dedicated pro bono roles and others who are not), 
lawyers from the community legal sector and Legal 
Aid, barristers, and in-house counsel. What we share is a 
passion for social justice and a commitment to using our 
collective resources to improve access to justice.

ProBo YoFo is an 
informal network of pro 
bono lawyers who are 
young(ish) in age or spirit, 
relatively new to the pro 
bono sector or not heads 
of practices. But we  
are all inclusive!

Ella Alexander is a  
Pro Bono Special Counsel  

at Makinson d’Apice Lawyers.  
Ella was awarded the Lawyers 

Weekly (Women in Law) Pro 
Bono Lawyer of the Year Award 

in 2020 and the 30 under 30 
Award for Pro Bono in 2019.  

Ella is also a co-founder of  
the Disabled Australian  

Lawyers Association. 

ProBo YoFo in-person catch up L-R: Ferdous Baha, Nick Gowland, Alicia Snijders, Amelia Weidner, Duy Pham, Ella Alexander, Sara Lane, 
Georgia Murphy-Haste, Angela Tan.
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It’s been a privilege to organise the ProBo YoFo 
catch ups and I’m grateful for the generosity 
of others in the network in sharing their 
knowledge and resources so that we can all 
more effectively serve our communities.

If you would like to join our next 
gathering, please contact me at 
ealexander@makdap.com.au. 

 

The “ProBo YoFo” (Pro Bono Young Folk) Network

Trilby Donald – Associate,  
Pro Bono at Norton Rose Fulbright

I chose to pursue a pro bono role at a large 
global law firm early in my career. This has 
been great for my development as a lawyer 
given the exposure you get to client work and 
firm decision-making, but it has also been 
pretty daunting at times. The YoFo network is 
a very safe space for me, where we share ideas 
and wins with other lawyers fighting the same 
good fight at other firms and companies. I was 

surprised (though probably shouldn’t 
have been!) at how many friendly 

faces I recognised at the Centre’s 
recent 20th birthday celebration 
– two years of virtual meet ups 
with my pro bono friends and 
finally an opportunity to chat 

in-person. I am proud to 
work in such a friendly, 

smart hard-working and 
collaborative sector. 

Stuart Bryson – Associate at Moray & Agnew Lawyers

I found out about the YoFo group by accident. I was hunting 
for resources on the Australian Pro Bono Centre website for our 
National Pro Bono Committee at Moray & Agnew and stumbled 
across this amazing community of young lawyers all doing a 
similar thing. I don’t practise in pro bono full time and most of my 
work is in the insurance space and disputes. I’ve previously worked 
in the judiciary and in criminal justice and I was constantly blown 
away by the incredible impact pro bono lawyers made. I aspired 
to be the kind of lawyer who could leap up without notice at the 
bar table to assist someone in need. The YoFo group is helping me 
figure out how to combine what I do daily with my pro bono goals 
while building that practice within a national firm. There is such 
a great sense of collegiality between members whether we work 
at commercial outfits (of all sizes) or a community legal centre. In 
that regard, I think the YoFo group is unique within the commercial 
world. I leave each meeting totally inspired and energised to 
do more after hearing what each lawyer is up to. I am always 
encouraged by the advice and mentorship of experienced pro bono 
advocates and inspired by the steps other young lawyers are taking 
to promote this really important work in firms big and small.

Virtual ProBo YoFo L-R: Top Row: Lynn McMahon, Ella Alexander, Nesha Balasubramanian, Tamsin Webster, Laura Elliott. Middle Row: Ali French, 

Angela Tan, Laura Muir, Sara Lane, Hai-Van Nguyen. Bottom Row: Nicole Lojszczyk, Stephen Somerville, James Daniel, Laura Lombardo.

Get to know  
             some YoFos:
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Harry Knight — Legal Counsel,  
Intellectual Property at Xero

I joined ProBo YoFo because I’m an in-house lawyer 
providing pro bono services via the Arts Law Centre of 
Australia. I work on pro bono matters with my US colleague 
Jess Noda, but I felt like I needed to stay more connected 
with pro bono lawyers in Australia. I get to catch up with 
Ella and other passionate and talented lawyers through 
ProBo YoFo, and this really re-energises me. It always gets 
me more pumped about pro bono work!

Hai-Van Nguyen — Senior Associate at

Clayton Utz

I have worked as a pro bono lawyer at Clayton 
Utz for 10 years. During this time, I have seen 
significant growth in the number of dedicated 
pro bono lawyers and the size and scale of pro 
bono programs across different firms. It is easy 
to be cynical and attribute this growth to the 
competitive nature of corporate law firms. While 
this is certainly a factor, I believe the growth of 
the pro bono sector has been largely driven by a 
culture of collaboration. No other forum better 
embodies this spirit of collaboration than ProBo 
YoFo. What started as a series of informal catch 
ups organised by the wonderful Ella Alexander 
has become a mainstay of networking within the 
pro bono community, particularly for those not 
in partner or ‘heads of’ roles. I regularly attend 
ProBo YoFo to keep track of who is working where 
(there is a lot of mobility within the sector), what 
the different pro bono practices look like and to 
seek guidance and support. I feel very privileged 
to work amongst colleagues so willing to share 
knowledge, resources and contacts in pursuit of 
access to justice.

Laura Muir — Associate, National Pro Bono Practice Group at HWL Ebsworth Lawyers

ProBo YoFo reflects my experience working in the pro bono sector generally; it is a 
collegiate and inclusive network. I first joined when I was working in a pro bono role in 
the not-for-profit and community legal sector and being part of the network at that 
time allowed me to meet people who had worked in the same or similar roles to 
mine and to imagine different iterations of what my future career might look like. It 
was inspiring to hear about where others had gone on to work within the pro bono 
sector and this was so beneficial to my development at such a formative time 
in my career.  Later, the meetings moved online due to the pandemic and now 
people can join in no matter which city they work in, further enriching our catch 
ups. Each meeting is different, but they are always a great way to informally 
connect with other like-minded professionals and hear about emerging 
legal needs and new pro bono initiatives. The rapport you build, even online, 
fosters collaboration which, ultimately and incidentally, is of benefit to the 
vulnerable individuals and communities we are all working to support. 
Credit must go to Ella and others for their ongoing efforts to bring us all 
together on a regular basis. 
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