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MEDIA RELEASE  

22 September 2025 

THE SPIRIT OF PRO BONO ENDURES AS AUSTRALIAN TARGET SIGNATORIES DELIVER A RECORD 

844,999 PRO BONO HOURS 

 

The Australian Pro Bono Centre has published the 18th Annual Performance Report of the National 

Pro Bono Target (Target) today, reflecting a significant 8.11% rise in pro bono hours in the last financial 

year. 

Read the 18th Annual Target Performance Report here. 

In FY2025, signatories to the Centre's world-leading pro bono benchmarking program completed a 

record total of 844,999 pro bono hours. The average number of pro bono hours per lawyer was 42.3, 

well exceeding the national benchmark of 35 hours and the highest average ever recorded.    

Target signatories include law firms, barristers' chambers, in-house corporate and government legal 

teams, and individual solicitors and barristers volunteering in a personal capacity.  

Signatories report each year on pro bono work which meets the Centre’s national definition of ‘pro 

bono legal services’, focused on legal assistance to vulnerable individuals, charities, other not-for-

profit organisations, social enterprises, and on issues of public interest. It also encapsulates law reform 

and policy work and free community legal education.  

As at 30 June 2025 there were 333 signatories to the Target.  The number of individual lawyers who 

have signed up personally to the Target or who are working for organisations which have become 

Target signatories (whole law firms, barristers’ chambers and in-house teams) has increased minimally 

from 19,724 in FY2024 to 19,973 lawyers in FY2025. This represents almost one in every five lawyers 

across Australia. Overall, 51.59% of Target signatories met their respective Targets in FY2025, slightly 

up from 51.44% in FY2024. 

Lawyers working in large firms (with 50 or more lawyers) delivered an average of 41.75 pro bono hours 

per lawyer, an increase from 39.7 in FY2024. Small law firms, which reported on the pro bono hours 

of 1,156,32 lawyers in total, recorded an average of 51.35 pro bono hours per lawyer, a significant rise 

from 44 hours in FY2024.  

Average lawyer participation rates have also increased this year, with large firms reporting an average 

of 60.45% of lawyers involved in pro bono work compared to 57.5% in FY2024. The rise in participation 

rates has been higher among small firms, which reported an increase from 66.75% in FY2024 to 

72.26% in FY2025. 
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Individual solicitors and barristers volunteering in a personal capacity reported an outstanding 

average of 98.58 pro bono hours in FY2025, with 70.37% of individuals meeting or exceeding the 

Target.  

Law firm signatories were asked to report on the number and seniority of lawyers who spent more 

than 50 percent of their ordinary working hours on pro bono matters. A total of 249 such pro bono 

focused roles were reported by signatories in FY2025, with the highest number of dedicated roles (85) 

reported at the Lawyer/Associate level, followed by Senior Associates/Special Counsel. Notably, 

Target signatories reported 32 pro bono roles at the Partner/ Principal level, a rise from 27 the year 

before.   

“As Australian pro bono practices continue to develop and mature, their dedication to pro bono work 

has strengthened. Although the number of Target signatories and lawyers represented by the Target 

have increased only marginally, average pro bono hours per lawyer have hit a record high. Those 

individuals and firms already engaged in pro bono have deepened their commitment. The role and 

essence of pro bono as a crucial pillar of access to justice, central to the preservation of the rule of law 

and the professional life of Australian lawyers, continues to gain strength,” commented Gabriela 

Christian-Hare, CEO of the Australian Pro Bono Centre. 

“Legal assistance can be the difference between people accessing their rights and remedying injustice. 

Yet for many people, legal help is out of reach, either because it is too expensive or because they don't 

know how to find legal help. Pro bono legal assistance makes a vital contribution to filling this gap. 

Across the country, legal practitioners working pro bono contribute their professional skill and 

expertise to meet the legal needs of people, communities and community organisations every day. 

This important report shows just how significant that contribution is,” said Tessa Boyd-Caine, Chair of 

the Australian Pro Bono Centre. 

Background to the Target  

The National Pro Bono Target is a voluntary target that law firms, incorporated legal practices, 

solicitors, barristers, barristers' chambers, in-house lawyers and legal teams can adopt by signing a 

Statement of Principles. Signatories to the Target agree to use their best efforts to provide the Target 

amount of “pro bono legal services” per lawyer per year. The Target is set at 35 hours per lawyer per 

year for most signatories, except in-house lawyers and teams that sign up to a 20-hour Target. 

Signatories report annually to the Centre on their performance against the Target. 

For further information or comment, please contact the Australian Pro Bono Centre at 

info@probonocentre.org.au.  
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