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Welcome to the December 2025 edition of 
Pro Bono Voco. 

As 2025 comes to a close, the Centre would like 
to thank everyone who has supported us in the 
second half of this year and especially those 
who joined us at the 9th National Access to 
Justice and Pro Bono Conference in Melbourne 
in October. The Conference brought together 
a wide range of delegates from across the 
profession, including dedicated pro bono 
lawyers, judges, government law officers, 
academics and students. See the article in this 
edition (page 8) which shares insights from this 
national event. 

The second half of 2025 has been busy and 
productive for the Centre and the broader 
sector. During this period the Australian legal 
profession has not only reaffirmed its dedication 
to the National Pro Bono Target but has 
significantly deepened its engagement with 
national and international partners supporting 
pro bono legal assistance.  

Highlights of the Centre’s work in the second 
half of 2025 include: 

· Launching a new resource to support working
with First Nations clients, outlining best-
practice approaches to providing culturally
safe pro bono legal services.

· Releasing the 18th Annual Performance
Report of the National Pro Bono Target,
revealing a record high number of pro bono
hours and average pro bono hours per lawyer
nationally.
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· Organising and co-hosting the National
Access to Justice and Pro Bono Conference in
Melbourne, which fostered dialogue across the
legal assistance sector.

· Attending and speaking at the Asia Pro Bono
Conference in Ulan Bataar, Mongolia and the
PILnet Global Forum in Rome, Italy.

· Please visit our website at
www.probonocentre.org.au for further
information about the Centre’s activities.

In this edition of ‘Voco’ we have continued to 
shine a light on the important pro bono work 
being undertaken in response to a wide range 
of issues - from the global climate emergency, 
to legal and financial support clinics for cancer 
patients, to support for First Nations Peoples 
after the purchase of defective second-hand 
cars. The articles in this edition reflect the 
growing scope and complexity of pro bono 
work across Australia.  

As the year closes, we encourage you to read 
these pages and reflect on the difference your 
professional skills can make. The Centre remains 
dedicated to supporting your efforts and 
ensuring the sustainable growth of our sector. 

We hope you enjoy the December 2025 edition 
of Pro Bono Voco and wish you a safe and 
happy holiday season.   

We look forward to collaborating with you in 
2026. 

Gabriela Christian-Hare 
CEO
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